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(b) TFTien fte cometh; observe (1) 16) 9:1. The Kingdom of Ood come; de- 

the person to whom Jesus re- cide as to (a) the event Indicated, 

fers; (2) what event he indicates; whether (1) the transfiguration; 

(3) how the statement illustrates (2) pentecost; Acts 2:2-4; (3) the 

his insight. destruction of Jerusalem; (b) 

the persons referred to. 

2. GENEEAL TOPICS. 

Estimates of Jesns. Mk. 8:28,29. (a) Note these views about Jesus held by 
the people, and in the case of each show why it was applicable to him ; (b) 
observe that they do not regard him as the Christ, and decide between two 
explanations for this fact; (1) there had not been suflSciently clear evidence 
given them ; (2) they had once so regarded him but now cease to do so ; (c) 
in favor of the first explanation, (1) the ambiguous title " Son of man ;" (2) 
the prohibitions, cf. Mk. 3:11,12, etc.; (3) his lowly life and peculiar 
methods ; (4) other reasons, cf . Mt. 11 :2,3 ; Mk. 6:14-16 ; (d) in favor of the 
second explanation ; (1) his miracles ; (2) his words; (3) his personality and 
witness to himself, Mt. 11:4-6,14; (4) testimony of John Mk. 1:7; John 1: 
36; (5) of demons, Mk. 1:24; 3:11; 5:6,7; (6) of the people, Mt. 12:23; 
14:33 ; 9:27 ; 16:22 ; (7) his attitude (after the events of Mk. 6:34-44 ; John 
6:15) as explaining their change of view (cf. also John 6:52-70) ; (e) signifi- 
cance of the confession of Peter in either case ; (f ) which estimate of him 
satisfied Jesus himself ? 

IV. The Material Organized. 

1. CUusifv fhematerlal under the foUowing beads: 1) places; 2) important teachings; 3) impor- 

tant events; 4) miracles; 5) Jesus as more than man; 6) literary data. 

2. Condense Mk. 8:10-26 into the briefest possible statement. 

3. Observe the following statement of the essential ideas of Mk. 8:27-9:1, and verify It by work- 

ing through the processes: 

Jesas finds that the twelre, if not others, acknowledge him to be the Christ. He tells them 
that he is to suffer death at the hands of the Jewish rulers, and that his true followers must hare 
a similar experience to gain true life. If anjr refuse to honor him as he Is now, he will reject 
tltem when he comes In glory, as some present shall see him before they die. 

Y. The Material Applied. 

The Demand fob Evidence. Mk.8:ll. 1. The rightfulness and obligation of 
demanding evidence for the claims of Jesus. 2. The constant craving for 
more evidence — a characteristic of that age and of the present day. 3. 
The stronger demonstration of the truth which has, in the end, always 
resulted from the search for more evidence. 4. This constant craving, a 
symptom of spiritual disease : (a) unbelief ; (b) unconscious hypocrisy. 5. 
The cure for this disease: (a) candid study of evidence presented; (b) 
willingness to act so far as the evidence is satisfactory. 



STUDY XV.— THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS. MARK 9:2-29. 

Besnme. 1. Trace the course of Jesus through the events of the previous "study." 2. The im- 
portance of the confession made by Peter, both as a result and a preparation. 3. The 
new teaching of Jesus concerning himself and his disciples. 4. State some reasons for 
Christian self-denial. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 
Bead carefully Mk. 9:2-29 and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points : 
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1. Jesus and three disciples upon a 
mountain (v. 2) ; 

2. is transfigured (v. 3) ; 

3. attendant scenes and experiences 
(vs. 4-8); [9-13); 

4. the following conversation (vs. 



6. the other disciples and the de- 
moniac boy (vs. 14-19) : 

6. Jesus and the father (vs. 20-24) ; 

7. the boy restored (25-27) ; 

8. the secret of power (vs. 28-29). 



II. The Material Compared. 

with Mk. 9:3-8 of. Mt. 17:1-8; Lk. 9:28-36. 1) Note additions concerning (a) attitude and 
appearance of Jesus; (b) his conversation (Lk. 9:31); (c) feelings and actions of disciples; 
Z) observe and explain the variation in time, Lk. 9:28. 

With Mk. 9:9-13, cf. Mt. 17:9-13. Note a characteristic addition, Mt. 17:13 (cf. Mt. 16:12). 

With Mk. 9:14-29 cf. Ht. 17:14-20; Lk. 9:37-43a. 1) Make a list of all the varying expressions 
used to describe the condition of the boy; Z) notice further additions, (a) the time Lk. 9: 
87; (b) the feeling of the multitude, Lk. 9:48; (c) a reason for failure, Mt. 17 :20. 

m. The Material Explained. 

1. TBXTT7AL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 



1) V. 2. 



8) V. 8. 

3) T. 6. 

4) V. 6. 

5) T. 7. 



7) V, 

8) V. 



(a) Mountain; (1) the two chief sites 
asslgmed; (2) the argumentsforeach. 

(b) TransJlfluredjUt. "transformed;" 
a change (1) In his face, of. Lk. 9:29; 
(2) in his garments. 
Fuller; (a) cf. Mai. 3:2; (b) learn 
something more about this occupa- 
tion. 

Batibi; (a) what language ? (b) mean- 
ing of the word? 

For, §tc.; (a) Is this an excuse for 
Peter's remark ? (b) If so, why should 
It require excuse ? 

A cloud; (a) cf. Mt. 17:5 for its char- 
acter; (b) cf. Exod. 14:19; 19:16; 1 
Kgs. 8:10,11 for its significance. 

T. 10. The ground of their questioning, 
whether (a) the resurrection as a 
general fact ; (b) the resurrection of 
Jesus In particular, or, (o) its close 
relation to his death. 
Elijah must come; (a) cf. MaL 4:5; (b) 
trace the relation of these words to 
what has gone before. 

(a) Regtoreth; cf . Mai. 4:6. 

(b) How is it v/ritten } (1) a return to 
the subject of vs. 9,10; (2) implying 
that such prophecy was to be ful- 
filled as well as that concerning Ell- 



11. 



12. 



jah; and (3) that the Son of man 
comes in order to suffer. 
9) V. 18. (a) Is then the prophecy in Mai. 4:6,6 
entirely fulfilled, or (b) may Elijah 
himself still be expected ? 
(b) Written of him; 1. e. a) of Elijah, 
cf. 1 Kgs. 19:2; a Kgs. 1:9; (2) of the 
Christ, 1. e. the prophecy of his per- 
secutions betokens a like experience 
for his forerunner; (3) of the coming 
and not the persecution of Elijah. 

10) V. 15. Amazed; whether (a) at the glory of 

of his face, or (b) that he came so 
opportunely. 

11) V. 17. Dumb spirit; (a) note the symptoms 

of what disease ? (b) how could this 
be regarded as due to the presence 
of a demon ? 
13) V. 28. If thou canst; (1) Jesus quotes the 
man's words; (2) how has the man 
misplaced the difficulty ? 

13) V. 28. Did the disciples expect to have this 

ability ? Cf . Mk. 6:7. 

14) V. 29. This Mnd; of demon; (a) recognized 

as peculiarly obstinate and mali- 
cious; (b) a special preparation re- 
quired for overcoming him; (o) was 
this necessary for Jesus also ? 



2. GENERAL TOPICS. 

The Problems of the Transfiguration, (a) The character of the event whether 
mythical (cf. Exod. 34:29,80) or historical ; (b) if historical was it an objec- 
tive external event or a vision granted to the three disciples ; (c) if the 
former, explain the following objections : (1) Moses could not be present in 
the body ; (2) the humanity of Jesus would be unreal ; (3) the disciples 
would not recognize Moses and Elijah ; (4) no other dealings with departed 
spirits in Jesus' life ; (d) objections to the vision-theory : (1) the language 
nowhere suggests it ; (2) Lk. 9:32 ; (3) the event would fail to mean any- 
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thing to Jesus ; (e) the relations of the event (1) to what precedes (Mk. 8:39 ; 
9:1); (2) to what follows (2 Pet. 1:16-18) ; (f ) the signiikance to Jesus and to 
the disciples, (1) of the transformation of Jesus; (2) of the coming and 
conversation of Moses and Elijah ; (3) of the voice ; (g) the light thrown 
(1) upon the character and nature of Jesus (2 Pet. 1:16-18); (2) upon his 
relations to the Old Testament life ; (3) upon the future life and relations 
of believers. 

lY. The Material Organized. 

1. Qattier the material and classify it under the following beads: 1) important events; 2) impor- 

tant teachings; 3) Jesus and the 0. T. ; 4) miracles; 5) historical allusions; 6) literary data; 
7) chronological data. 

2. Note the following condensation of Mk. 9:9-13, and in a similar way work out vs. 3-8; 14-29, 

gathering? the whole under the general topic of Contrasts In the life of Jesus. 

Obedient to hit command, the disciples tell no one about that event, tlumgh they question about 
hig resurrection. They ash about Elijah's coming and are told that Elijah has come, and 
as the Christ must suffer, so he has suffered. 

T. The Material Applied. 

Intercession. Mk. 9:22-26. 1. Consider the relation of the father's faith and 
prayer to the boy's restoration. 2. Note similar examples in the Script- 
ures: Mk. 7:29; 6:36; 2:6; Gen. 18:23-32; 17:18-20; Exod. 32:11-14,30- 
34 ; Job 42:10. 3. From these and similar examples make a statement of 
the biblical principle of what may be called intercessory prayer or vicarious 
faith. 4. Note its limitations. Gal. 6:6. 6. Observe the highest illustra- 
tion of the principle, Heb. 7:26; 1 Cor. 16:3 ; 1 John 2:1 ; 1 Pet. 2:24. 6. 
Apply this principle to personal and social life ; 1) the duty of interces- 
sion : 2) its reflex influence. 



STUDY XVI.— THE TBAINING OE THE TWELVE. MABK 9:30-50. 

Besnme. 1. Describe vividly the transfiguration of Jesus and its related events. 2. State some- 
thing of its appropriateness at this period and its significance for Jesus and for the dis- 
ciples. 3. What illustration of " vicarious faith " in the previous " study " and what 
may be said of the biblical teaching concerning it ? 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead carefully Mark 9:30-60 and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points : 

1. A secret journey (v. 30) ; 5. a disciple's intolerance (v. 38) ; 

2. the strange teaching again (vs. 6. Jesus' estimate of service (vs. 39- 
31,32); 41); 

3. Jesus' inquiry and its reception 7. a great ofEence and its issue (vs. 
(vs. 33,34); [36-37); 42-49); 

4. he sets forth true greatness (vs. 8. saving salt (v. 60). 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. With Mk. 9:30-60 cf.Mt. 17:22-24a; 18:1-9; Lk. 9:48b-50. 1. Note the characteristic descrip- 
tions of mental states and activities in Lk. 9:436,45,47,49; cf. Lk. 3:15; 6:11; 16:14; 23: 

12; 2) collect and arrange In an orderly narrative the events given in Mk. 9:33-35 and par- 
allels; 3) observe what is narrated in Mk. only, e. g. vs. 30,33-35,39,41,48-50. 



